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Horse stabled at Tennessee Walking Horse 2006 National
Celebration Tested Positive for Rabies

The Tennessee Department of Health (TDH) with the assistance of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) are notifying the approximately 150,000 persons who attended the
Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration in Shelbyville of a confirmed case of rabies in a
horse stabled on the grounds during the event. If persons were bitten or came in contact with
saliva from this horse (described below) from August 23-31, 2006 while attending the Celebration,
they may have been exposed to rabies and are invited to contact TDH for an assessment.

Rabies is a viral infection that nearly always results in fatal encephalitis. Humans may be
exposed to rabies primarily through the bite of a rabid animal or when the virus is introduced into
fresh open cuts in the skin or onto mucous membranes such as the eyes, mouth or nose from the
saliva of a rabid animal. Attending an event where a rabid animal was present, petting a rabid
animal or contact with the blood, urine or feces of a rabid animal does not constitute a risk for
transmission. If a person is exposed to rabies, a series of shots (post-exposure prophylaxis) is
highly effective in preventing the disease.

Among the approximate 150,000 persons who attended the Tennessee Walking Horse National
Celebration, the number and origin (U.S. states or other countries) of persons who may have
been exposed to this horse are unknown. TDH is currently working with event organizers and
managers to identify additional mechanisms to contact participants and visitors.

The horse that developed rabies was from Waynesville, Missouri. It was a 3-year-old gelding
(neutered male horse), buckskin (cream to tan) in color with a black mane and tail. "Buck" or
"Bucky" was described as "small,” 14 hands or 56 inches tall at the withers (i.e., the highest area
of the shoulders at the base of the neck). He was stabled on the north side of Barn 50 in stall #12,
the third from the west end. A bright blue curtain labeled "4J Land and Cattle Company" covered
the outside porch of the barn. The potential for contact by the public was very limited when the
horse was in its stall but there may have been opportunity for public contact when the horse was
taken for rides on the Celebration grounds. The horse was first noted to be ill on August 28. Over
the next few days, the horse developed severe neurological signs and, as a result, was
euthanized. Persons directly involved in the care of the horse are being assessed for possible
rabies exposure and the need for rabies post-exposure treatment.

If the individual was:
e bitten by a horse,
e had contamination of a fresh open wound with saliva from a horse; or,
e had saliva from a horse come in contact with eyes, nose, mouth or other mucous
membranes.

Personnel are available to answer additional questions at the Tennessee Department of Health
Public Information Line 1-866-355-6129.



DHEC Contact Information for Reportable Diseases and Reporting Requirements

South Carolina residents who fit the exposure criteria mentioned above should contact the South
Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control at the numbers listed below, to be
assessed for possible rabies exposure and the need for rabies post-exposure treatment. SC
DHEC will work with Tennessee Dept of Health to obtain the latest information regarding this
event.

Federal HIPAA legislation allows disclosure of protected health information, without consent of
the individual, to public health authorities to collect and receive such information for the purpose
of preventing or controlling disease. (HIPAA 45 CFR §164.512).

Regional Public Health Offices

Mail or call reports to the Epidemiology Office in each Public Health Region.

Region 1

(Anderson, Oconee)

220 McGee Road

Anderson, SC 29625

Phone: (864) 231-1966

Fax: (864) 260-5623

Nights / Weekends: 1-866-298-4442

(Abbeville, Edgefield, Greenwood,
Laurens, McCormick, Saluda)
1736 S. Main Street

Greenwood, SC 29646

Phone: 1-888-218-5475

Fax: (864) 942-3690

Nights / Weekends: 1-800-420-1915

Region 2

(Greenville, Pickens)

PO Box 2507

200 University Ridge

Greenville, SC 29602-2507

Phone: (864) 282-4139

Fax: (864) 282-4373

Nights / Weekends: (864) 460-5355 or
1-800-993-1186

(Cherokee, Spartanburg, Union)

PO Box 4217

151 E. Wood Street

Spartanburg, SC 29305-4217

Phone: (864) 596-2227 ext. 210

Fax: (864) 596-3443

Nights / Weekends: (864) 809-3825 or
1-800-993-1186

Region 3

(Chester, Lancaster, York)

PO Box 817

1833 Pageland Highway

Lancaster, SC 29721

Phone: (803) 286-9948

Fax: (803) 286-5418

Nights / Weekends: 1-866-867-3886 or
1-888-739-0748

(Fairfield, Lexington, Newberry, Richland)
2000 Hampton Street

Columbia, SC 29204

Phone: (803) 576-2749

Fax: (803) 576-2993

Nights / Weekends: (803) 304-4252

Region 4
(Clarendon, Kershaw, Lee, Sumter)
PO Box 1628
105 North Magnolia Street
Sumter, SC 29150
Phone: (803) 773-5511
Fax: (803) 773-6366
Nights/Weekends: 1-877-831-4647

(Chesterfield, Darlington, Dillon,
Florence, Marlboro, Marion)

145 E. Cheves Street

Florence, SC 29506

Phone: (843) 661-4830

Fax: (843) 661-4859

Nights / Weekends: (843) 660-8145

Region 5

(Bamberg, Calhoun, Orangeburg)
PO Box 1126

1550 Carolina Avenue

Orangeburg, SC 29116

Phone: (803) 533-7199

Fax: (803) 536-9118

Nights / Weekends: (803) 954-8513

Region 5 (cont)

(Aiken, Allendale, Barnwell)

1680 Richland Avenue, W. Suite 40

Aiken, SC 29801

Phone: (803) 642-1618

Fax: (803) 643-8386

Nights / Weekends: (803) 827-8668 or
1-800-614-1519

Region 6

(Georgetown, Horry, Williamsburg)
2830 Oak Street

Conway, SC 29526-4560

Phone: (843) 365-3126

Fax: (843) 365-3153

Nights / Weekends: (843) 381-6710

Region 7

Berkeley, Charleston, Dorchester)
4050 Bridge View Drive, Suite 600

N. Charleston, SC 29405

Phone: (843) 746-3806

Fax: (843) 746-3851

Nights / Weekends: (843) 219-8470

Region 8

(Beaufort, Colleton, Hampton, Jasper)
219 S. Lemacks Street

Walterboro, SC 29488

Phone: (843) 525-7603

Fax: (843) 549-6845

Nights / Weekends: 1-800-614-4698

Bureau of Disease Control

Acute Disease Epidemiology Division
1751 Calhoun Street

Box 101106

Columbia, SC

Phone: (803) 898-0861

Fax: (803) 898-0897

Nights / Weekends: 1-888-847-0902

Categories of Health Alert messages:
Health Alert conveys the highest level of importance; warrants immediate action or attention.

Health Advisory provides important information for a specific incident or situation; may not require immediate action.
Health Update provides updated information regarding an incident or situation; unlikely to require immediate action.




